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1976 ELECTIONS ANN THE APATHY FACTOR 
ANHICR > 

POLITICAL AALYSTS HAVE itil! SAYTiG FOR SOME TINE 
THAT MUC:: OF THE AMERICA? PUrLIC IS LOSING CONFIDENCE 
Iii THE GOVERHHICHT'S ATILITY TO DEAL VITH MODERN PROLLENS. 
AUD UETH ANOTHCR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION NOW UNDER VAY, MALY 
OF THE EXPERTS ARL SAYING THELE 15 A CORPESPOMDING LOSS 
OF COnFIDENCE Ei t"AT THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS CA DO TO 
CHANGE THINCS., CHARLES MEDD HAS THESE COMMENTS, 

VOICE: 

'HIEE! FESSISSIPPY DEMOCRATS MET FOF THEIR STATE-VIDE 
PARTY CAUCUS LAST MGiTii, A REPORTER ASKCD TWENTY VOTERS, 
SELFCTED AT RALDOM, IF THEY iil we LLOYD BENTSEN YAS, 
AND ONLY TvO SAIB YES. OE OF THE CORRECTLY INDCNTIFIED 
Hit AS A UBITEN STATES SCHATOR FROR TEXAS "HO TS RUNMHING 
FOR Til PRESIDENCY. THE OTHEP THOUGHT HISTER RENTSEN 
PLAYED FOCTPALL FOR A PROFESSIOUAL TCAM CALLER THE NEW 
ORLEANS SAINTS, 

AT THIS STAGE OF A HATIOWAL ELECTION, IT'S NO SURPRISE 
THAT OLY A FEW VOTEPS CAI AGE ALL THE CANDIDATES AND 
TRAT OF THOSE ‘840 CAH EVEN LESS HAVE CHOSE! A FAVORITE. 

IN HOST SURVEYS THE MOST POPULAR AHSV'ER IS "I DON'T Kio." 
TROULLING AS THAT AHISHER MAY RE TO THE POLITICIANS, EVEN 
MORE TROUPLIGiC IS THE IMPLICATION, ORAWII FROM OTHER SURVEYS, 


THAT MAY VOTERS DOH'T CARE EITHER. 
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I!] RECENT DAYS, GOTH THE NEt? YORK TIMES AND TilE YALL 
STREET JOURHAL HAVE CARS TEC REPORTS INDICATING THAT THC 
AHERICAI PUBLIC IS FAP LESS ENTHUSIASTIC AGOUT THIS YEAR'S 
CAMPAIGH THAN THE AMERICAN PRESS. ACCORDING TO POLITICAL 
AHALYSTS, THERE ARE SEVERAL EXPLANATIONS, BECINGING WITit 
THE WEDE-SPREAN CELIEF THAT THE GOVERN CHT CAN NO LONGER 
DEAL WITH HATIONAL PROBLEMS AiD THAT IT MAKES LITTLE 
DIFFCRENCE WHO RUI'S THE GOVERHPERT. 

THES GAVE OF PESSIMISM -- THF EXPERTS SAY -- IS A 


DIRECT OUTGROUTY OF VIETHAM AlibD MATERCATE, EVENTS THAT TARNISHED 


FIRST Tite DEMOCRATS AND THEN THE REPUBLICAI:S. OT 
SURPRISINGLY, MORE AMERICANS THAN EVER -- AROUT TY'O IN 
EVERY FIVE -- CALL THEMSELVES INDEPT:DE™TS. 


SOHE HISTORIAUS POINT OUT THAT THERE HAVE BEEM MAJOR 
PAPTY RCALIGHHENTS IN THIS COUNTSY AROUT EVERY FORTY 
YEARS AUD THAT THE TIME HAS COfiF FOR ANOTHER SUCH SIFT. 
UNTIL THE PARTIES COMPLETE THEIR RESHUFFLING, MANY 
VOTERS WILL REMAIN Ti LINBO AND TMMUNE TO PARTY PRESSURES. 
ALTHOUGH MORE AMERICANS THAH EVER ARE YOTING -- Nit 
ELIGINILITY AND ENFORCEMENT LAWS HAVE SEEM TO THAT -- 
THE PEPCE'TAGE OF THOSE CASTING SALLOTS IN NATIONAL ELECTIONS 
WAS BEEN DECLINTHG STEADILY STHCE 1960. WHETHER THIS TREND 
CONTINUES WELL DEPEND ON STILL UNCERTAIN FACTORS -- THE 
CHOICE OF CANDIDATES FOR THE COMING ELECTION AND HOI! 
WELL THEY CAN APTICULATE THE ISSUES AND THE ANSWERS. FOR 
IF THE RECENT SURVFYS DESCRIBE A STATE OF VOTER APATHY, 
THEY ALSO POT::T TO A YEARNIING FOR LEADERSHIP AND A CONVICTION 
THAT THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS -- HOVEVER FLAVED -- IS THE 


BEST WAY TO FIND IT. 
GH/RCS 


